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to be touched, though he died with near 40 Ulcers 
upon him. 

"Dear SIR, 

Plymouth, „. , , , „ 

o<a. 16 1739. ionr humble Servant, 

John Huxham. 

In another Letter dated at 'Plymouth, Nov. 30. 
1739. Dr. Huxham fays, " We have had a very 
" tempeftuous Seafon for feveral Days paft, though 
*< now fair; the Mercury lower I2S.1 Inches] than 
« c I have known it for fome Years, and the Tides 
" exceffively high." 



HI. An Account of Coal-balls made at Liege, 
by William Hanbury, Efq-, F. R. S. 

IN pUrfuance of the Orders of the Society, I 
(hall endeavour to give an Account of the facti- 
tious Coal made at Liege. But firft I fhall quote 
Two Authors, who mention it in their Accounts of 
the Town of Liege. 

The Firft is, Le Curieux Antiquaire, ou Recueil 
geographique & hifiorique, par le S r P. L. Berken- 
meyer a Leide 1729./. 1 82. Where he fays, " This 
" Bifhoprick (Liege) has rich Mines of Houille or 
" Stone-coal*, which the Inhabitants fell in thcNe- 



* The common People call their Pit-coal, del Hey or de la Houille ; 
and the Mixture of Coal and Clay de Houcby. C. M. 

" therland$y 



" therlands, and by the Sale of it they get above 
" 100,000 Ducats per Annum" 

" This Coal lights eafily, and gives a great Heat : 
" It is not therefore to be wondered, that Fire is 
" reckoned amongft other Advantages the Liegois 
" boaft of: They fay, they have the beft Bread, the 
" hardeft Iron, and the hotteft Fire : By this laft they 
" mean, de la houille, which, being once welt 
" lighted, cads the greater Heat, if it be wetted with 
u Water." 

The Second Book Iihall mention is, Les T>elices 
des 'Pais Bas, Vol. 111.^. 243. where I find that this 
Town Liege is faid to be " the Hell of Women, 
" becaufe they are obliged to work more here than 
" in any other Country. They draw the Boats, and 
<c carry on their Backs, like Slaves, les hoilles, and 
" other Thingsj and thefe Women are called des 
« Botrejfes." 

In the Year 1628. by a printed Paper produced be- 
fore you, it appears, that this Fuel was known in 
England at that Time •, and if you will believe the 
Author of that Paper, it was difcovercd by Hugh 
T latin 1594- 

There is an Account of it printed in the Efiays for 
the Month of 'December 1716- where it is propofed 
to be made with the black Oufe of the Thames, and 
for Four Pence per Buflie!. 

I have ufed this Coal and Clay mixed upwards of 
Ten Years, and by Experience I find it to anl'wcr 
very well. It is a moft excellent Fire for Roafting, for 
heating of Irons, or warming a Room : I ufe it in 
my Kitchen, Laundry, Parlour, and Library, 

The 
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The Method in which it is made at Liege, where 
I firft faw it, and made fome myfelf, is as follows : 

Take -§• of unftuous Clay, (fuch as Brewers ufe to 
bong their Veflels, in it there muft be neither Sand, 
Gravel, or Stone) 

And j of Coal-duft : Mix, and make them incor- 
porate well together ; caft them into round Balls, or 
Bricks ; and you may put them on a Coal-fire, and 
they will burn dire&ly. But if they are made in 
Summer-time, and laid to dry for Ufe in Winter, 
they will light fooner. 

Thus you have an hot, clean, lafting Fire, not at 
all offenfive to the Smell. 

The Duft is there the Refufe of the Mine, and may 
be here of the Coal-merchant's Yard, fo that this Fuel 
comes exceeding cheap. 

Nor is it neceffary to put fo much Coal-duft j for 
fome Clay (particularly what I ufe myfelf in the 
Country) will do, if mixed ■§ Clay, J Coal-duft ; and 
the true Proportion of the Mixture muft be found 
by Experience j but it is always better to put in too 
much than too little Coal-duft at firft, becaufe Men 
are too apt to be difcouraged in making Experiments. 

This Fuel is not only to be had at an eafier Price, 
but it is likewife more durable. 

How far it may be ufeful in Glafs-houfes, Brew- 
houfes, Salt-works, &c. I muft leave to the Confeder- 
ation of the feveral Perfons concerned in them. 

I have heard, that at Liege they burn both Lime 
and Brick with it 5 but, as I never faw it done, I can- 
not affirm it. 
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